Karnotaur nalezy do teropodow (rzad gadziomiedniczych). Swa nazwe
zawdziecza prawdopodobnie rogom, ktéore mial nad oczami, a ktorych nie
znaleziono u innych dinozaurow drapieznych (skojarzenie z bykiem). Byc
moze rogi shuzyly mu do walk, podczas ktorych pochlanialy site
uderzeniowa i nie dochodzito do uszkodzen oczu.

Dinozaur ten zyl w poznej kredzie, mniej wiecej 70 mln lat temu. Najlepiej
zachowane szczatki karnotaura zostaly znalezione na terenie obecnej
Argentyny w 1984 roku. Jest on najlepiej poznanym teropodem potkuli
potudniowej. Obecnie do rodzaju Carnotaurus zaliczamy jeden gatunek:
Carnotaurus sastrei, ktorego drugi czlon nazwy (gatunkowy) pochodzi od
Angela Sastre’a, wlasciciela rancza, na ktorym znaleziono szczatki dinozaura.

Dhugosc¢ ciala: 8-10 m
Masa ciala: 1500 kg

Karnotaur dobrze zaadaptowal sie do biegu i by¢ moze byl najszybszym
wsrod teropodow. Poruszal sie na dwoch smuklych konczynach
dolnych, podczas gdy gorne konczyny byly szczatkowe, zakonczone
czterema palcami, ktore nie poruszaly sie wzgledem siebie, poniewaz byty
poiaczone ze soba na state. Pierwszy i czwarty palec sktadat sie tylko z jednej
kosci. Podczas wykopalisk zostaly odkryte rowniez odciski skory karnotaura,
stad tez dosy¢ dobrze poznana jej tuskowata budowa.

Wielkos¢ zdobyczy karnotaura ciagle pozostaje analizowana. By¢ moze
karnotaur zywit sie mniejszymi drapieznikami, a mata zdobycz potrafit

potkna¢ w calosci. Mozliwe jest tez, ze polowal na wielkie zauropody,
a szybkosc¢ ugryzien, jakie zadawatl, ostabiala nawet najwieksze ofiary.

A\L_\, ‘

CENTRUM EDUKACJI PRZYRODNIGZEJ W LUBINIE

\\) =R\ /AN

NN\ )

,MIESOZERNY BYK”/"MEAT-EATING BULL”

t KARNOTAUR
t GARNOTAURUS

(t Carnotaurus, Bonaparte 1985)

‘:; == Carnotaurus is a theropod (order Saurischia). It possibly owes its name to
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™= the horns above its eyes, which were not found in other predatory dinosaurs
(association with a bull). Perhaps the horns helped in fights, during which they
absorbed the striking force and prevented damage to the eyes.

This dinosaur lived in the late Cretaceous, more or less 70 million years
ago. The best-preserved fossils of Carnotaurus were found in the current
territory of Argentina in 1984. It is the best-known theropod of the southern
hemisphere. Currently, the genus Carnotaurus includes one species:
Carnotaurus sastrei, whose generic name comes from Angela Sastre, the
owner of the ranch, on which the remains of the dinosaur were found.

Body lenght: 8-10 m
Body weight: 1500 kg

Carnotaurus adapted well to running and perhaps he was the fastest among
theropods. He moved on two slender lower limbs, while the upper limbs
were vestigial, ending with four fingers that did not move independently to
each other because they were fused and immobile. The first and fourth finger
consisted of only one bone. During the excavations fossil skin impressions
were also discovered, hence its scaly structure is quite well-known.

The size of the prey of Carnotaurus is still being analyzed. Perhaps the
Carnotaurus was feeding on smaller predators and was able to swallow the
small prey in its entirety. It is also possible that Carnotaurus hunted large
sauropods, and the speed of bites he inflicted weakened even the largest
victims.

Rys. Don Lessem, Dinopedia. Najlepsza encyklopedia dinozaurow,
National Geographic Society 2010
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